
 
March 31, 2020 
 
Dear Gahanna-Jefferson families and staff, 
 
Yesterday, Governor DeWine shared with Ohio about an order which extends the length of time 
our students cannot be in buildings until Friday, May 1, 2020, at which time he will re-evaluate if 
school buildings can reopen. Although our original plan included only eight days of distance 
learning, we have been preparing for the possibility of this extended building closure. 
 
We know this will be a challenge for all students, parents and teachers.  We also know many 
are sad about this extension. We yearn to get back to our lives as soon as possible. 
 
Our teachers and staff will continue to provide meaningful learning opportunities for our students 
through distance learning. We appreciate the work teachers and students have done thus far. 
We also appreciate our parents, who are doing their best to support their children when they 
need help. We know none of this is easy. 
 
We will continue to provide lunch during this extended closure to students who need it and 
additional details will be shared shortly to help us with planning and distribution. 
 
While our buildings are closed for this extended time, access to playgrounds, practice fields, 
basketball courts, and tennis courts are also prohibited per Ohio’s safety order. The middle 
school tracks will remain open for public use at this time, on the condition that walkers and 
joggers maintain six feet of social distance from each other. Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools 
reserve the right to close the track if a six-foot rule of distance is not observed. Parents, please 
encourage your children to follow the social distancing recommendations provided by health 
officials and not allow them access to our playgrounds, fields and courts. 
 
All of us want to return to school as soon as possible. However, safety during this crisis is 
extremely important as COVID-19 cases continue to increase in Ohio and in our community. 
Staying home and continuing to practice social distancing is extremely important and we thank 
you for doing your part to help flatten the curve. Please be safe and stay well.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Barrett 
Superintendent 
Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools 


